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A tour of Federal Paper Board’s recycle mill in Sprague, CT is the kind of inspirational eye-opener 
that everyone in the garbage business needs at one time or another. Anyone prone to pessimism about 
market response to source-separated materials should pay a visit to a huge machine named “Yankee 
Clipper.” 


A large cast metal sign proudly proclaims the machine’s name and displays a rendering of a clipper 
ship under full sail. Beneath this sign, the paper machine rumbles for three shifts, seven days a 
week. The complex path of screens, presses, rollers, heated drums, and final spindles (the size of rail 
car axles) covers a distance of more than a football field. “Yankee Clipper” produces an average 500 
tons per day of the kind of boxboard used in cereal boxes (grey inside surface and clay-coated outside 
surface for full-color printing.) For the past 25 years the principal feedstock for this product has 
been recycled waste paper. 


“Yankee Clipper” is an English design built in 1962 by Wisconsin’s Beloit machine company at 
Federal Paper Board’s Sprague miil. Don MacDonald, in charge of industrial relations, says that this 
is the largest recycle mill on the east coast. Last year, the plant processed 90,000 tons of recycled 
corrugated, 5,000 tons of recycled newsprint, other mixed grades of paperstock (including bales of 
cancelled social security checks), and virgin pulp to produce various grades of “clay-coated new- 
sback” (the cereal box cardboard.) 


High density bales of waste corrugated, news, and other grades of waste paper are trucked ftom 
Maine, Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Connecticut to ‘the 
plant’s warehouse. Each different grade of waste paper commands a different price. The railroad 
track at the plant is used for delivery of pulp (in a dry press-cake) to be added to waste paper fibers 
in “slurry” that will become boxboard. 


1. Bales are fed into a giant blender where hot water mixes paper fibers into slurry. A “tail” 
in the blender collects all of the bailing wire from the slurry vat as the mixture is ei 


2. The Fourdinier is the first section of Yankee Clipper. Here the slurry from the “headbox” 
deposited onto a screen where a vacuum drying process begins to remove water. 


3. Next a press (system of rollers) squeezes the slurry blanket from 20% solids to around 45% 
solids. 


4. The long sheet is then fed into the dryer, a long enclosed section where the paper is threaded 
up and down over heated drums. 


5. From the dryer, the sheet feeds into the “dry end”, or “‘calender stack area”. The sheet is 
treated here with starch (preparing it for clay) and then coated with clay for a smooth surface 
ready for print. 


6. Rewind and slitting is the final phase on the machine. Seven tons at a time of finished paper 
board are rolled onto a steel axle. During this rewind, the sheet is slit lengthwise to meet each 
paperboard buyer’s specifications. During this visit, the rolls were cut to the widths specified 
by the Campbell Soup Company to box instant soup packets. 


a 
The Gazette thanks Dick Fawcett (plant manager) and Don MacDonald (personnel manager and 
industrial relations) for a very educational experience. Also many thanks to Dana Armstrong 
(Southeast CT Regional Resource Recovery Authority’s recycling coordinator) for organizing thé 
tour. Others on the tour were Mitch Suzitch (SCRRRA ), Walter Blanker (Dir. Public Works, Groton), 
Dr. Ruby Turner Morris (New London, Chm. Marketing Committee, SCRRRA), Anne McGuire (Rose 
City Sentinel), and Susan Jacobs (Norwich Bulletin). 
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Branford Seeks Recycling Coordinator 


The town of Branford is looking for a qualified individual to lead that town’s recycling initiatives, — | 
The job will be full-time (40-hr. week) and will pay $25,000. Base of operations will be town hall, 
but expect to spend much time in the field. Fast learners and self starters interested in this position 
please contact the Personnel Director, Town Hall, P.O. Box 150, Branford, CT 06405, before De 
cember 31, 1987. ; 


COMING SOON 


Watch for the January air dates and times for Connecticut Public Televsion’s documentary special 
on solid waste management in Connecticut. The half-hour program will be aired twice in January. 
This special has been in the making since last summer, produced by Lisa Hawley of Norwich, witn 
partial funding to CPTV from the Department of Environmental Protection. 


COST AR publications coming your way (when they have been printed) include: 
the comic book “‘Adventures of Ray Cycle” 
Proceedings of the December, 1986 conference “Connecticut Recycles” 
Recycling information booklet, joint effort with Connectciut Citizen 
Action Group and DEP 
Case history of the recycling success story in East Lyme. 


DEP TO REPORT TO LEGISLATURE ON HOUSEHOL)’L 
HAZARDOUS WASTE 


Connecticut General Statutes, P.A. 86-298, “An Act Concerning a Program Establishing Chemica! 
Disposal Days” requires that DEP report to the legislature by the end of December, 1987. Leslie 
Lewis, DEP’s coordinator for household hazardous waste collection days, expects that the report will 
be on schedule. The report will detail the Household Hazardous Waste Program to date and mike 
some recommendations for the future. To help her in the preparation of this report, Ms. Lewis has 
assembled a Household Hazardous Waste Advisory Committee whose membership combines varied 
interests and experience: 


Joe! Johnson, CECOS Treatment Corp. 

Gordon Hall, Attorney General’s Office 

Stephen Hitchcock, Director, DEP/Hazardous Materials Met. 
John Wynne, Northeast Solvents 

Peter Zack, DEP/Hazardous Materials Met. 

John Filchak, CT Farm Bureau 

Richard Miller, CT Business and Industry Assoc. 
Representative Teresalee Bertinuson, State Legislature 

Joanne Foster, League of Women Voters 

Nancy Kriz, CT Assoc. of Conservation and Inland Wetland Commissions 
Representative Mary Mushinsky, State Legislature 

Norma O’Leary, CT Farm Bureau 

Kathleen Golas, CT Hazardous Waste Met. Service 

Stan Greimann, CT River Estuary Regional Planning Agency 
Ed Mierzwinski, CONN PIRG 

Helen Speck, First Selectman, Weston 

American [Lung Assoc. 


Copies of the report should be available in January, 1988. Contact Leslie Lewis, care of the Garbage 
Gazette. 
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Toby Goodrich, Editor 


